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Report to the General Assembly 





On Southern Presbyterian, Colleges 


. There is now a great and challenging opportunity in the South 
for higher education. 


. There is a need, and always will be a need, for private, church- 
related liberal arts colleges. 


. The church should encourage especially the four-year liberal arts 
college of high quality and of a residential nature. 


. Control and support of the institutions of higher education of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States should be 
vested in the synods. 


. The Presbyterian Church and its membership (should) be greatly 
concerned about the problems of financing their institutions 
of higher education, in view of rising costs of operation and 
the increasing opportunities now being faced by the colleges. 


. The Presbyterian Church and its members should understand 
more clearly the problems of operating and financing our 
church colleges today. 


. The General Assembly can exert its influence most profoundly, 
effectively, and directly upon higher education by continuing 
provision of the Challenge Fund than in any other way. 


. Exact information should be collected and plans made for each 
college on specified points, and this information should be 
used by the colleges and synods in a re-examination of the 
higher education enterprise. 


. There are certain areas of the church where the program of higher 
education needs special study: North Carolina, Mississippi, 
Kentucky, Montreat. 


. The Presbyterian Church in the U. S. should initiate immediately 
a program of advance for all phases of higher education. 


From the report of the Spectal Committee on Higher Education 


See page 3 














Letters to the Editors 





College Head Protests “Navaho” Editorial 





‘‘Damnably False Reports’’? 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The editorial page of your April 14 num- 
ber was mailed me with the editorial— 
team—Team—TEAM. 

Whoever wrote this is woefully ignorant 
of the situation in the more than five 
hundred church-related colleges that he 
falsely smears. Perhaps he knows five 
colleges where this applies, but I am not 
sure he knows one. I doubt if there is 
one church college in America at which 
the alumni raise $30,000 a year to support 
athletics. Personally, I’d be surprised to 
get $25 from an alumnus for this purpose. 

How do you expect to have any church- 
related colleges left if you have writers 
who damn them indiscriminately like this 
and church papers that print it? We, try- 
ing to do the Lord’s work in colleges, are 
terribly irked by the brethren who repeat 
damnably false reports about the church 
colleges. 

ALBERT G. PARKER, Jr. 
President 
Hanover College, Hanover, Ind. 


@EDITORS’ NOTE—We share President 
Parker’s feeling in looking upon the sit- 
uation described in our editorial as unbe- 
HMevable. But, unbelievable or not, it is 
true. Our use of “Navaho” was the only 
fiction. 


‘*Special’’ Music 


No. 6 in a series 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 

It might be easier for many churches 
to consider having an early service if 
they were not wedded to the idea that 
“Special Music” is a necessity at every 
service. My belief is that the approach 
to the problem ought to be more flexible. 
Many churches can and ought to have it 
regularly because it does add much to a 
service when certain standards are met. 
However, at times choirs and soloists can- 
not meet even minimum standards—and 
they would eb the first to admit it. While 
there is nothing wrong about having them 
sing special numbers, it cannot be said 
that they contribute much to the service. 
(I feel free to make that statement be- 
cause of my own choir experience. It 
might not seem so polite for an outsider 
to make it.) 

1 recall several occasions when, solely 


VACATION PULPIT EXCHANGE 


INTERESTED? 


because we were expected to, as few as 
two or three of us provided the “Special 
Music.” It was “special” all right, There 
is, of course, no doubt in my mind that it 
was acceptable to God, in view of the fact 
that our intentions were good. However, 
let it be said to the credit of the congre- 
gation, that no one told us after church 
that we sang well. In fact, until I began 
thinking about this particular letter those 
experiences had never seemed at all 
worthwhile. Now my hope is that they 
will be food for thought for any minis- 
ter who still thinks that any kind of spe- 
cial music is better than no special music. 

Thus far I have been thinking of adult 
choirs. When we think of children’s 
music we must use somewhat different 
standards since we are interested perhaps 
more in their growth and development 
than in their accomplishments. However, 
it seems to me, and some minister or 
minister of music can correct me if I am 
wrong, that the primary function of any 
choir is to serve as the minister’s “right 
arm” in leading the congregation, particu- 
larly in the musical portions of the serv- 
ice. Even an amateur choir can be taught 
to do that. Incidentally, T am in favor 
of having the congregation participate in 
as many of the responses as possible. 

If a church wished to try having an 
early coordinated service, it is entirely 
possible that at least a small group of 
faithful volunteers—in accord with the 
reasons for such a service—would be will- 
ing to assume the major responsibility 
(assisted by a junior choir and the church 
school departments) of helping the minis- 
ter lead the congregation in worship. 
While they might not be able to provide 
any special music, better qualified indi- 
viduals and groups might be available and 
willing to sing special numbers from time 
to time. 

HOPEFUL PERPLEXED PILGRIM. 
Ecumenical City, USA. 


Oklahoma Footnote 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I was delighted with the spread that 
the Oklahoma church news received in 
your issue of April 14, Certainly Pat 
Easterling of Duncan did a wonderful job 
and you were most generous in the space 
you have given us. 

You will be interested, I think, to learn 
that the Preaching Mission with Charles 
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Templeton as the evangelist, was very 
successful and every one of the twelve 
Presbyterian churches of the three de- 
nominations in our community has re. 


ceived great benefit. I am hoping that 
before long all three of these denomina.- 
tions will be one but that union must be 
consummated on a basis of sound the- 
ology, a decentralization of government 
and a minimizing of that overshadowing 
of promotion and administration which 
sometimes causes the preaching of the 
gospel and the influence of the loca) 
church to suffer. 
RALSTON SMITH. 
Oklahoma City. 





Ministers’ Vacation Exchange 


Ineluding Presbyterian, U. 8S. and U. S.A 





See others April 21, 28 


EXCHANGE OF PULPITS 

@Ellwood City, Pa., Slippery Rock and 
Elwood chs., 475 mbs. 10 mi. Penn. Turn- 
pike; 45 mi. Pittsburgh, 100 mi. Lake Erie, 
1 Sun. service. 5 Sundays, beginning July 
27 or Aug. 3, within 100 mi. Cheyenne, 
Wyo. Manse excg. Ralph I. McConnell, 
Rt. 1, Elwood City, Pa. 

@Binghampton, N. Y., Broad Ave. ch, 
150 mbs. Recreation, historic, scenic at- 
tractions. 5 Aug. Sundays; prefer Long 
Island, New England, Nor. Centl. States. 
Stuart V. Ournock, 38 Broad Ave., Bing- 
hampton, N. Y. 

@Woodward, Okla., 250 mbs, 1 service 
per week. Prairie country. 4 Sundays be- 
ginning July 27, any good vacation lo- 
eality. Manse excg. O. Dixon Poe, 1308 
Sth St., Woodward, Okla. 

@Eustis Fla., 450 mbs. 1 service; 55 mi. 
to Gulf or Atlantic. 6 Sundays from July 
27. Prefer W. Md., Centl. or Westn. Pa. 
Va., D. C., or W. Va. No manse, K. War. 
riston McCracken, 117 S. Center St., Eustis, 
Fla, 

@Shawano, Wis., 2 preaching appoint- 
ments, no S. S. Lakes, excellent vacation 
attractions. Pulpit excg. last 2 wks of 
July or manse excg 2 wks in Aug. in New 
England area or in or around Phila. Chas. 
W. Hubanks, 120 Presbyterian St., Sha- 
wano, Wis. 

@Rosamond, Iil., Rosamond community 
and Tower Hill chs., 100; 50 mbs, rural; 
35 mi. Lake Decatur, 95 mi. St. Louis, 230, 
Chicago. 9:30, 11 a. m, services. Exchange 
or supply, 5 Aug. Sundays, Va., N. C., S. C., 
Ga., Fla., La. Would like manse if con- 
venient; none here. S. McMaster Kerr, 
Rosamond, Ill, 

@Princeton, W. Va., 450 mbs, ideal sum- 
mer climate, brick manse. August pre- 
ferred. Manse desired. John A, Womel- 
dorf, Princeton, W. Va. 


WISH TO SUPPLY 

@Fairmont, N. C., 100 mbs. 4 July or 
Aug. Sundays, somewhere in North, with 
manse. J. Clyde Plexico, Sr., Fairmont, 
N.C. 

@Middle Atlantic States, prefer N. Y. 4 
July or Aug. Sundays. Paul D. Wright, 
Pecos, Texas, 

@Vicinity of Montreat, N. C., 5 Aug. Sun- 
days. C. L. Shelby, Seymour, Texas. 

@Not over 75 mi, Montreat, 4-5 Aug. 
Sundays. Wm. H. Dendy, 1545 8S. Church, 
Whitmire, S. C. 

@150 mi. Boston; no manse needed. 4 
July Sundays. Gordon A, MacPherson, 
Warren, Ark. 

@Va. or Carolinas along or near coast: 
desire manse last 3 Aug. Sundays. Paul 
M. Conley, 107 Center, Seville, Ohio. 

@ Near Harrisonburg, Va., no manse, Aus. 
24-Sept. 7. Wallace W. Gibbs, 479 North 
Ave., New Rochelle, n. Y. 

@Near Boston, 2 Aug. Sundays, use of 
manse. References supplied. Roy Con- 
verse, 445 N, State Ave., Indianapolis, Ind. 


le postoffice at Richmond, Va., under the act 
r: » 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia. 
opyright 1952, by The Presbyterian Outlook 
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Mississippi Effort 
On Church Property 
Backed by Lawmakers 


Adjustment to Methodist 
Demand Speeds Action 


Jackson, Miss. (RNS )—Governor 
Hugh L. White has signed into law a 
measure enacted by the Mississippi leg- 
islature which is designed to invest the 
titles to real church property in local 
congregations. 

Rep. Edwin White of Lexington, 
author of the measure, said that it will 
insure the property rights of local con- 
gregations opposed to a projected mer- 
ger of Presbyterian denominations 
(OUTLOOK, April 21). 

(The denominations now discussing 
merger are the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
and the United Presbyterian Church.) 


Methodists Delayed Action 


Before passage the bill was amended 
to eliminate the possibility of its apply- 
ing to Methodist churches which carry 
the Methodist ‘‘trust clause’’ in their 
deeds. 


Consideration of the measure had not 
been expected at this session as it was 
slated for the non-controversial calen- 
dar but was transferred to the contro- 
versial calendar on the objections of 
Rep. George S. Carruth, a Methodist 
steward of Pike County. 


The new law amends a 50-year-old 
statute, section 5350 of the Mississipvi 
Code of 1942. Section 5350 defines 
the organization of (legally recognized) 
religious societies and declares that 
each local congregation ‘‘shall be a dis- 
tinct and independent society,’’ capable 
of suing and being sued. 


Effective Immediately 


It adds the following provision which 
becomes effective immediately: 


... The title to the real property 
heretofore owned by it (a_ religious 
society) shall thereupon vest in the 
society as hereunder organized, and 
Shall not be divested out of the same, 
or encumbered, except by a deed, deed 
of trust, or mortgage, duly executed 
under the authority of a_ resolution 
adopted by a majority vote of the mem- 
bers present at a meeting duly called for 
that purpose, at which meeting at least 
twenty per cent (20%) of the members 
Im good standing of such organized 
society must be present.” 


Major Higher Education Advance 


Called for in Committee Report 


Study of Assembly’s Relationship to Liberal Arts Colleges 
Maps Longrange Program; Synods Asked to Make Full Surveys 


Presbyterians in the South need to be summoned to support an advance in 
higher education throughout their church for their country, their church and their 


Lord. (See cover.) 


This is the concluding recommendation of a major report following a study 
by well-known educators—Robert Franklin Poole, president of Clemson College; 


Philip B. Narmore, executive dean of 
Georgia Tech; Charles S. Sydnor, pro- 
fessor of history in Duke University; 
and John D. Millett, executive director 
of the Commission on Financing Higher 
Education, who acted as a consultant. 

The study grew out of a recommen- 
dation of the General Council adopted 
by the 1951 General Assembly which in- 
structed 


« . . the Board of Education to 
make a study of the relation to the As- 
sembly to educational institutions and 
recommend to the 1952 General Assem- 
bly any changes in existing or proposed 
relationships it may deem wise.” 


The review made by the educators 
recognized the church’s responsibility 
for colleges, seminaries, secondary 
schools and orphanages but specifically 
concentrated in its report on the liberal 
arts colleges. 


Advance Is Noted 


Throughout the industrially expand- 
ing South, the committee sees also “‘a 
notable educational advance,”’ with tax- 
supported and independent institutions 
“awakened to a new appreciation of 
higher education.” ‘The church must 
recognize its responsibility for providing 
for its own colleges and for assuring 
a Christian program for other 
campuses.” 

The church’s liberal arts colleges will 
always be needed, the committee says, 
(1) to balance scientific and technologi- 
cal education; (2) as ‘‘a safeguard for 
our cherished liberties’; (3) to provide 
much of the church’s leadership; (4) 
as a Christian witness in all education; 
(5) to set high standards of academic 
excellence, and for other reasons. 

The church should support four-year 
liberal arts, residential colleges but it 
should leave junior colleges ‘‘to be sup- 
ported by municipalities,” in the judg- 
ment of the survey—except for junior 
colleges now being run in mission areas. 

The synods should control all col- 
leges, the report declares. (Some are 





now operated by presbyteries, Stillman 
(for Negroes) by the General Assembly. 
Last year the Assembly also took official 
action, without an appropriation, to- 
ward Montreat College.) 

“The most valuable control,” says the 
report, “and more adequate support 
come when institutions of higher edu- 
cation are close enough to their con- 
trolling constituencies to capitalize on 
loyal sentiment and first-hand know}l- 
edge of the institutions; yet with a con- 
stituency wide enough to obviate local 
pressures and prejudice and make for 
comprehensive vision and unbiased par- 
ticipation.”’ 
~ Bach is called upon to “examine the 
whole program of higher education 
within its territory.” 

The church’s ‘‘ablest and most con- 
secrated”’ laymen ought to become trus- 
tees of the colleges, the report insists; 
endowments must be preserved with 
“unquestionable integrity’; and varied 
sources of income should be cultivated. 

Annual gifts of Presbyterians to their 
colleges should be increased, more 
scholarships must be provided, and con- 
gregations can make gifts to help their 
own young people meet the cost of edu- 
cation in the church’s institutions. 


Assembly Support Is Opposed 


Any idea of the Assembly’s direct 
support of such institutions is squarely 
opposed by the committee. The best 
use of Assembly funds, it is declared, is 
through the Challenge Funds, and evi- 
dence is brought forward to show what 
has been done by the Challenge Fund in 
recent years by encouraging increased 
endowments ($5,500,000), six more ar- 
credited colleges, a five-fold increase in 
current gifts to the seminaries, the Com- 
petitive Scholarships awards (OUT- 
LOOK, Apr. 28), and added equipment 
on or alongside nine campuses. 

Details are offered to guide in the 








thorough study requested of all educa- 
tional efforts. 

Special attention is underscored as 
desirable: (1) in North Carolina, which 
has more colleges than any other 
Mississippi, with two col- 
leges, two secondary schools, an orphan- 
age and responsibility for a seminary; 
(3) Kentucky, where Presbyterians, 
U. S., and USA, support joint efforts in 
addition to other institutions; and (4) 
Montreat, ‘“‘in regard to the purposes, 
control, and support of Montreat Col- 
lege.’”” (Montreat’s directors are asking 
the coming Assembly to instruct the 
Mountain Retreat trustees to make such 
a study and, in addition, to place the 
college in the Assembly’s budget for 
$75,000 a year.) 


synods; (2) 


Five Steps Outlined 


An over-all advance in higher educa- 
tion is greatly needed, the committee 
says. This should include: (1) the 
self-evaluation program by colleges and 
their synods; (2) adequate support and 
equipment by 1960 for ‘‘every institu- 
tion which has been found to have an 
essential place in the higher education 
program of our church’; (3) a Presby- 
terian Educational Foundation for 
Higher Education to operate at the As- 
sembly’s level in seeking large gifts: 
(4) an employed director of college 
finance and public relations on the 
higher education staff ‘‘to co-ordinate 
all plans for campaigns and financing... 
to assist an individual college in the 
administration of its own financial pro- 
gram . to encourage giving on the 
part of corporations with widespread 
ownership, to encourage and to assist 
all institutions to keep continually busy 
at the work of maintaining effective 
programs of financing’; and (5) the 
Assembly should “‘sound an imperative 
call” for support in a far-reaching ad- 
vance in this program. 


Blakely Sees Significant Opportunity 


Asked for his evaluation of the study, 
Hunter B. Blakely, secretary of higher 
education for the Assembly's Board of 
Christian Education, said: 


“The Presbyterian Church in the 
United States is challenged in this re- 
port to a forward advance in higher 
education by a committee of outstand- 
ing educators. The report gives a basis 
for study on the local level. It does 
not superimpose a formulated statement 
on our institutions from above, but in- 
vites synods and colleges to unite in 2 
self-study. From such a self-evaluation 
there should come a forward advance 
in higher education, significant both to 
the leadership of our denomination and 
to our usefulness as a church in the 
cause of our Savior.” 


Dr. Blakely also indicated that the 
Board, in approving the report, felt so 
favorably toward it that it voted to 
share up to one-half of the cost of the 
four special studies which are recom- 
mended for North Carolina, Mississippi, 
Kentucky and Montreat. 


4 





Judges Point to Improvements in 
Church Press Over 20 Years 


Two Southern Presbyterian publica- 
tions shared recently in the tributes 
paid by judges to the improvement ob- 
served in the church press in the past 
20 years. 

THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
was accorded second place for ‘‘emi- 
by the As- 
sociated Church Press (see plaque be- 
low). 


nence in editorial writing’’ 


Among 12 major awards for 1951, 
announced in Washington, all others 


but one went to New York and Phila- 
delphia papers and magazines. The one 
other was a Nashville publication. 

Presbyterian Men, official organ for 
Southern Presbyterian men of the 
church, was given honorable mention 
The judge 
suid it ought to have a special prize of 
its own. 

Judges for the 111-member Associ- 
ated Church Press were heads of schools 
of journalism and prominent Washing- 
ton and St. Louis newspapermen. 

Along with THE OUTLOOK, prizes 
for editorial writing went to Missions 
and The Churchman, both of New York, 
which won first and third places re- 
spectively. Honorable mention went to 
Presbyterian Life, World Call and the 
YWCA Magazine. 

The Associated Church Press is made 
up of religious publications in the U. S. 
and Canada with a gross circulation of 
approximately five and a half million 
copies. 

Frank Luther Mott, head of the Uni- 
versity of Missouri school of journalism 


for ‘“‘general eifectiveness.”’ 


expressed the concensus of the judges 
by saying he was ‘much impressed with 
the improvement of the church press as 
represented by these periodicals over 
what I observed when I made some 
study of them in the late 1930s.” An. 
other of the judges, Willard E. Shelton, 
of Washington, said it was “a pleasure 
to observe the generally high standards 
of the church press” in editorial writ- 
ing. 

Actions taken by editors of the church 
press in the recent Washington meeting 
where the awards were announced in- 
cluded the following: 

—they opposed Universal Military 
Training, despite the urging of Anna M, 
Rosenberg who called for its support in 
a half-day session spent at the Penta- 
son; 

—they reaffirmed opposition to any 
American representation to the Vatican, 
with instructions that the Republican 
and Democratic nominees for the Pres- 
idency shall be questioned on their 
stand; 

—they insisted that ‘‘the right to ex- 
press opinion must be encouraged if our 
democratic nation is to survive,” “spe- 
cifically endorsing’ the approaches 
made by the American Civil Liberties 
Union in appealing to the Federal Conm- 
munications Commission to end “the 
widespread practice” of blacklisting by 
both radio and television; 

—they declared, ‘‘We view with 
alarm the constant renewing of attempts 
to secure tax funds for parochial pur- 
poses.’’ 





Tis enard ia made at the 33rd Annual Moating of 
Te Ausciated 9g Press al Washington, D. ad 
April 18, 1952 





The Associated Church Press 


of the United Shales and Conall 
Makes this 


AWARD OF Merit 
‘Ghe Presbyterian Outlook 


In, competition with ether menber publications of 
>» Ausectated Church Press for the year / 95/ 


Io awarded Seconcd Place for Coates in Editorials, 
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PROOF—The editor of ‘‘your favorite church paper’’ said his readers would 
never believe it unless they saw documentary evidence. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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Report to the General Assembly 








Marriage, Divorce and Re- Marriage 


The Second Report 


The Council on Christian Relations, 
through the Board of Church Extension 
and its division of Christian Relations, 
submitted to the General Assembly of 
1950 a special report on ‘Divorce and 
Re-Marriage.”’ The result of long and 
prayerful study, this report had been 
prepared at the request of the General 
Assembly of 1945. Its aim, as laid 
down by that court, was two-fold: 

(1) to re-examine our church’s offic- 
jal position on marriage and divorce; 
and 

(2) to present recommendations for 
such changes in our standards as the 
Council ‘‘after such study may deem 
wise and proper.” 

The Council unanimously agreed 
that a frank and thorough re-study of 
our present position should precede any 
move toward a revision, so its 1950 re- 
port was aimed almost wholly at objec- 
tive No. 1. No specific changes in our 
standards were recommended or even 
suggested. The Council came never- 
theless to several important conclusions 
which might be summarized as follows. 


1. Any attempt to build a Christian 
doctrine of marriage and divorce on 
a few isolated ‘‘proof-texts’’ will al- 
ways fail for at least two reasons: (a) 
the usual proof-texts are open to more 
than one interpretation, and (b) they 
fail to give due weight to the impli- 
cations of Jesus’ total teachings with 
respect to man’s personal responsibili- 
ties and social relationships. 

2. Adultery and willful desertion, 
the only two grounds for divorce now 
officially recognized by our church, 
are by no means the only evils by 
which marriage can be destroyed: 
infidelity can be spiritual as well as 
physical, and it manifests itself in 
many forms. It is therefore unreal- 
istic to hold that divorce is permis- 
sible only when a marriage has been 
broken by one of two forms of infi- 
delity, both of which are physical 
acts. 

3. Wherever free _ Protestant 
churches are studying this problem 
today in the light of Jesus’ total 
teachings on human relations, the 
trend is unmistakably away from a 
strictly legalistic approach to one 
more finely and fundamentally spir- 
itual. 

4. In deciding practically whether 
a particular permissible 
or necessary, and whether re- 


divorcee is 
marriage of divorced persons is to 
be approved, the church should judge 
each case on its own merits in the 
light of established Christian prin- 
ciples. 


These conclusions were neither ap- 


MAY 5, 1952 


Approved Unanimously by the 
Council on Christian Relations 
and the General Assembly’s 
Board of Church Extension* 


proved nor rejected by the General As- 
sembly of 1950. But in receiving the 
report and commending it to the 
churches for study, the 1950 Assembly 
recognized that if the church as a whole 
does accept the above conclusions our 
present position on divorce will have to 
be in some respects revised. It there- 
fore requested the Division of Christian 
Relations, in effect, to complete the task 
assigned it by the General Assembly of 
1945. It asked the division to lay be- 
fore the Assembly of 1951 definite re- 
commendations for bringing our official 
standards more fully into harmony with 
the conclusions arrived at in the first 
report; the Assembly of 1951 permitted 
the Division another year’s delay and 
instructed it to report to the Assembly 
of 1952. 

Let us consider then, first, our 
church’s official position at present. 
Chapter 26 of our Confession of Faith, 
entitled ‘Of Marriage and Divorce,”’ 
reads as follows: 


“TI. Marriage is to be between one 
man and one woman; neither is it law- 
ful for any man to have more than one 
wife, nor for any woman to have more 
than one husband at the same time. 

“II. Marriage was ordained for the 
mutual help of husband and wife; for 
the increase of mankind with a legiti- 
mate issue, and of the church with an 
holy seed; and for preventing of un- 
cleanness. 

“III. It is lawful for all sorts of peo- 
ple to marry who are able with judg- 
ment to give their consent, yet it is the 
duty of Christians to marry only in the 





*RECOMMENDATION 
Upon advice of the Council 
on Christian Relations, the Assem- 


bly’s Board of Church Extension has 
voted to submit the report on Mar- 
riage, Divorce and Re-Marriage to 
the Charleston, W. Va., meeting of 
the General Assembly June 5. The 
Assembly will be asked to send the 
report to the presbyteries for study 
and advice, and with a request that 
suggestions for any changes be sub- 
mitted to the Christian Relations 
Council during the year. A final re- 
port will be submitted to the Assem- 
bly in 1953. 

In addition, a copy of the 1950 re- 
port on Marriage and Divorce, which 
is basic to this year’s report, is to be 
sent to all commissioners to the Gen- 
eral Assembly. 











Lord. And, therefore, such as profess 
the true reformed religion should not 
marry with infidels, Papists, or other 
idolaters; neither should such as are 
godly be unequally yoked, by marrying 
with such as are notoriously wicked in 
their life, or maintain damnable her- 
esies. 

“IV. Marriage ought not to be within 
the degrees of consanguinity or affinity 
forbidden in the word; nor can such in- 
cestuous marriages ever be made lawful 
by any law of man, or consent of parties, 
so as those persons may live together, 
as man and wife. 

“V. Adultery or fornication, com- 
mitted after a contract, being detected 
before marriage, giveth just occasion to 
the innocent party to dissolve that con- 
tract. In the case of adultery after 
marriage, it is lawful for the innocent 
party to sue out a divorce, and after the 
divorce to marry another, as if the of- 
fending party were dead. 

“VI. Although the corruption of man 
be such as is apt to study arguments, 
unduly to put asunder those whom God 
hath joined together in marriage; yet 
nothing but adultery, or such wilful de- 
sertion as can no way be remedied by 
the church or civil magistrate, is cause 
sufficient of dissolving the bond of mar- 
riage; wherein a public and orderly 
course of proceeding is to be observed; 
and the persons concerned in it, not left 
to their own wills and discretion in their 
own case.”’ 


The basic soundness of much of this 
statement, the Council believes, cannot 
rightly be questioned. Sections I 
through IV, in particular, though partly 
phrased in language rather far removed 
from the common speech of our day, set 
forth the Christian marriage ideal 
clearly. They also point out certain 
basic principles which all Christians 
ought to follow in the contracting of 
marriage—principles which, if generally 
followed throughout society, would do 
much to promote the happiness and wel- 
fare of mankind and to safeguard the 
institutions of marriage and the family. 


Revision Urgently Needed 


We are convinced, however, that Sec- 
tions V and VI—those dealing with pro- 
per grounds for divorce—stand in ur- 
gent need of revision. Why we think so 
was set forth at some length in our 1950 
report (‘‘Divorce and Re-Marriage’’), 
and we should like to plead that this 
earlier report be fully and carefully 
studied by all commissioners to this pre- 
sent General Assembly before our pro- 
posed revisions are debated (OUTLOOK, 
May 8, 15, 22, 1950). To recall and 
underscore one sentence of that first 
report, we said that “in limiting our so- 
called ‘sufficient’ causes (of divorce) to 
two—adultery and deser tio n—our 
church . . . may be doing grave injus- 
tice to a multitude of injured people 
who are victims of forces they could not 
control.’”’ Many of our ministers have 
long been convinced, it appears, that 
such is the case. What is more, their 
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ASK BAN ON BINGO 


Trenton, N. J. (RNS)—The New 
Jersey Synod Council of Presbyterian 
Men has appealed to Governor Alfred 
E. Driscoll not to sign a bill passed by 
the legislature permitting a _ state- 
wide referendum legalizing bingo. 

Meeting here, the Synod Council 
unanimously adopted a resolution de- 
claring that bingo in any form, 
whether or not operated by church or 
charitable organizations, is gambling 
and morally wrong. Governor Dris- 
coll now has the bingo bill under 
study. 











conviction goes so deep that in practice 
they are ignoring the letter of our 
church’s law in order, as they see it, to 
be true to the spirit and total teachings 
of our Lord, to the practical realities of 
life, and the the demands of Christian 
justice. The result is that our church 
at present is observing no one consist- 
ent polity. This creates a confusing and 
embarrassing situation which puzzles 
many of our own church members and 
damages our church in the eyes of the 
world. 

This situation, we believe, should not 
be allowed to continue. No one doubts 
that many divorced persons whose first 
marriages were spiritually wrecked by 
other causes than adultery or desertion, 
are being re-married by ministers of our 
church. If these ministers are doing 
something wrong and un-Christian, they 
should be promptly tried and disciplined 
by our church courts. If not, there 
needs to be some modification of 
our standards concerning valid grounds 
for divorce and provision, perhaps, for 
some body to handle appeals by divorced 
persons for re-marriage. A committee 
for passing upon such matters would 
serve a two-fold purpose; it would 
offer counsel and guidance in doubtful 
cases and it would protect the minister 
when some appeals from his congrega- 
tion have to be rejected while others are 
approved. 


Revised Chapter Is Offered 


For the reasons above, and for other 
reasons cited and discussed more fully 
in our first report, we propose that 
Chapter 26 in our Confession of Faith 
be revised to read as follows: 

I. Marriage is a union between one 
man and one woman, designed of God 
to last so long as they both shall live. 

Il. Marriage was designed for the mu- 
tual help of husband and wife, for the 
safeguarding, undergirding and devel- 
opment of their moral and _ spiritual 
character; for the propagation of chil- 
dren and the rearing of them in the nur. 
ture and admonition of the Lord. 

Ill. It is lawful for all sorts of people 
to marry who are able with judgment 
to give their consent, but no marriage 
can be fully and securely Christian in 
spirit or in purpose unless both partners 
are committed to a common Christian 
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faith and to a deeply shared intention 
of building a truly Christian home. 
Christians should therefore seek as part- 
ners in marriage only persons of like 
faith, like purpose and like principles. 

IV. Marriage should not be contracted 
by any Christian within the degrees of 
blood relationship forbidden by Scrip- 
ture and our best available knowledge. 

V. A true and lasting marriage can be 
achieved only when its physical bonds 
are reinforced and sanctified by a vari- 
ety of moral and spiritual ties: respect, 
affection, common interests and ideals, 
the unselfish wish of each partner for 
the other’s welfare in all things, and a 
mutual sharing of the common joys, 
griefs, opportunities and burdens of the 
home. This means that both faithful- 
ness and unfaithfulness in marriage 
must be conceived in spiritual as well 
as physical terms. 

But while both physical and spiritual 
fidelity are vital, and while both are es- 
sential to the attainment of marriage at 
its best, husbands and wives should bear 
in mind that human weakness and 
frailty may manifest themselves in this 
realm as in all others. They should 
therefore cultivate the Christian graces 
of understanding, patience, generosity, 
repentance, and forgiveness. They 
should remember that, just as other 
human relationships can survive imper- 
fections, so can marriage. Sometimes 
the weakness of one partner may lead 
to such gross and persistent unfaithful- 
ness, physical or spiritual, that marriage 
dies at the heart and to one or both 
partners the union becomes intolerable; 
yet only in cases of extreme, repeatea 
or unrepented infidelity should separa- 
tion or divorce be regarded as unavoid- 
able. Our Lord’s command to forgive, 
and if need be to forgive repeatedly, is 
nowhere more applicable than in this in- 
timate and delicate relationship. 

VI. When a marriage seems in danger 
of breaking for any cause, divorce or 
permanent separation must always be 
regardeu as a last resort. Neither can 
rightly be sanctioned by the church 
except where a continuation of the legal 
union would endanger the physical, 
moral or spiritual wellbeing of one or 
both of the partners, or that of their 
children. Thus every Christian minister 
will view as a vital pastoral responsibil- 
ity the duty of preventing, so far as he 
can by wise and prayerful counsel, the 
hasty or ill-considered divorce or sepa- 
ration of any couple committed to his 
care. 

VIT. When a Christian who has been 
divorced applies to a minister for re- 
marriage, the minister’s chief concern 
should be the applicant’s present fit- 
ness of heart and life for the intended 
marriage. The supreme test of this fit- 
ness should be one’s honest purpose to 
profit from past experiences and to plan 
and work for a truly Christian home on 
soundly spiritual foundations. 

If the applicant has been clearly and 
grossly wronged by a previous mate, 
this fact may incline the church to allow 


and sanction the marriage without fur. 
ther question, but the mere fact of hay. 
ing been wronged will not necessarily 
mean that the applicant understands 
fully the spiritual demands of Marriage 
and holds to a high and serious purpose 
to make the coming marriage Christian. 
The minister therefore should take care 
to be as fully satisfied on the latter 
point as on the first. On the other 
hand, if the applicant has been clearly 
at fault in the break-up of the earlier 
marriage, or is found even to be chiefly 
at fault, the mere fact of previous guilt 
(however grievous) should not be held 
as a rigid or final disqualification for 
remarriage under the auspices and with 
the sanction of the church. Here too 
the minister should weigh, as of para- 
mount importance, the quality of the 
applicant’s faith, contrition and purpose 
now, being mindful always of the infin- 
ite mercy of God and careful never to 
hold against any honest child of God a 
sin which God himself may have for- 
given and put behind him forever. 

In a word, in all cases where remar- 
riage is sought, the minister’s decision 
should turn not so much on what the 
applicant has done but rather on what 
this person by God’s grace has now be- 
come and what, with God’s help, he (or 
she) honestly intends and hopes to do 
in the future. 





For Book of Church Order 


In addition to the above changes in 
the Confession, we suggest that the fol- 
lowing paragraph be inserted as 377 in 
the Book of Church Order: 

“A minister, to whom a divorced per- 
son has applied for remarriage, may 
conclude, after careful investigation on 
the basis of our church’s principles 
(chapter 26, Confession of Faith) that 
the applicant’s request should be ap- 
proved or declined; and it shall be the 
duty of such a minister to consider con- 
scientiously all pertinent facts on which 
a final decision must be based. 

“The presbytery on its own initiative, 
or the session, upon the minister’s re- 
quest, may set up a committee on re- 
marriage, to which the minister may 
turn for advice or other aid in this re- 
gard.”’ 





BISHOP’S HANDS 


Hamilton, Ont. (RNS)—lIn an un- 
usual action, Hamilton Presbytery of 
the Presbyterian Church in Canada 
removed a minister’s name from the 
presbytery roll on the grounds that 
he broke his ordination vows by ‘‘re- 
ceiving confirmation at the hands of 
the Anglican bishop of Niagara dio- 
cese.”’ 

The clergyman involved is Craw- 
ford Scott, minister of Central church, 
one of the largest in the city. Mr. 
Scott was originally a Baptist. He 
served as a chaplain in the Royal 
Canadian Air Force during the last 
war. 
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An Easter-to-Pentecost Series (3) 





Power for a Task 


By HALFORD E. LUCCOCK* 


steadily in the record in the Book 

of Acts of the beginnings of the 
Christian Church. It is that the Pente- 
costal power was given to the company 
when they faced the Pentecostal task. 
The two go together today and always. 
It is very common to hear the prayer, “‘O 
Lord, give power to the church.”’ 

Power is given to a church when it 
faces the task which God has laid upon 
it, and goes to work on it. 

Power is never achieved when pur- 
sued for itself. In the economy of God, 
as we have glimpses of it in the Bible, 
power always goes with a commission. 
It came to the disciples at Pentecost; it 
comes to anyone whenever he squarely 
faces an undertaking for God. To re- 
ceive power, we need to tackle some- 
thing for which we need the power of 
God. Some churches never tackle any- 
thing more inspiring than balancing the 
budget. They are gasping away at a 
poor dying rate. They show little more 
of outreaching spiritual passion than 
would be found in a bowling club. They 
are, hence, not centers of power. 


Qs TRUTH gleams brightly and 


The task and the power for it are 
joined together in the last words re- 
corded of the risen Christ: ‘‘Ye shall re- 
ceive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you shall be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, 
and Samaria. and to the end of the 
earth’ (Acts 1:8). The disciples did 
not forget those words. There was a 
window in the upper room where they 
met, a window which looked out on the 
near and far world. They set about 
carrying the good news of Jesus and the 
resurrection out into the widening cir- 
cles of their world. It was more than 
a geographical expansion; they carried 
the good news of God in Christ into all 
the areas of life... . 


* * *” 


Now, drop down in your thinking, 
into our own day. We all admit that 
the church needs increased power. We 
preach sermons about it. We sing about 
it. We pray for it. Do we get ourselves 
locked in such a struggle against the 
evils of the world, in our town or on the 
other side of the globe, that we desper- 
ately need the power of God? When 
churches do that, new power comes intu 
their being. 

A canon of Saint Paul’s Cathedral 
in London has estimated that the cathe- 
dral is moving down Fleet Street at the 
rate of one inch every hundred years. 
The church ought to move faster than 
that! How seriously do we take this 
Pentecostal task which is ours today, 
the task of carrying the gospel into all 





*Faculty, Yale Divinity School. 
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realms of life and into all the world? 
It is a task beyond our human power. 
But the Christian task has always been 
beyond the power of men... . A large 
part of the world has always regarded 
the Christian enterprise as a ‘‘mad” 
one. Some people said of Jesus that 
he was “beside himself.” Festus said 
to Paul, “‘You are mad.’”’ Unless we are 
trying to do things in the church which 
seem ‘‘mad’”’ to those outside of the 
Christian faith, we are not true succes- 
sors of first century Christians .... 
* * * 

Look at some of the tasks that lie be- 
fore us today. There is the formidable 
task of making race relations Chris- 
oS ae 

There is the task of ‘‘making wars to 
cease.” ... 

There is also the continuing task of 
carrying the gospel in word and deed 
to all the world. The beginnings of 
that tremendous story are told in the 
Acts of the Apostles. We today in the 
twentieth century are another chapter 


in the continued story of the Acts of the 
Apostles. 

The task of the church might be put 
in this way. Strive to be worthy of 
some of the criticisms most commonly 
brought against the church. Those 
critical charges, are, in the main, three, 
that the church is a failure, that is has 
the wrong kind of people in it, that it 
is always asking for money. How many 
times have we all heard these charges 
hurled! The thing to do is not to try 
to refute them but to accept them, for 
in a deep sense they are all badges of 
honor. ... 

We are all familiar with the stirring 
words of Winston Churchill, spoken 
during the dark days when England 
was threatened with invasion in World 
War Two. He said that if the people 
met that threat courageously, future 
centuries would say, ‘“‘This was their 
finest hour.” 

So of the church today, if in this day 
of desperate need of the gospel, and op- 
portunity for its saving power, it makes 
effective the word of God and the de- 
mand for world brotherhood, it can be 
said in future years, “This was its fin- 
est hour.’’ 

—The First Fine Careless Rapture, 
Dept. of Evangelism, National Council 
of Churches. 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Panel members answering questions here are: 


irnest Trice Thompson of the 


Union Seminary (Va.) faculty, and John H. Marion, Jr., Bon Air, Va., pastor. 


Jesus said, Love your enemies. 
How may we overcome the instinct 
to hate people who would harm us? 


MARION: As I understand it, we 
don’t have an instinct to hate. We 
learn to hate or we learn to love. We 
do have an instinct to protect ourselves 
from harm. Too often, though, we hate 
or dislike certain people because we 
don’t distinguish between what they are 
and what they do. But we can do that 
because most of us do it all the time 
in our family relationships. A young- 
ster may become angry with his mother 
or father, and he may actually try to 
harm a parent, but the parent doesn’t 
for that reason hate the child. The 
parent distinguishes between what the 
child is and what the child is led to do 
by various unmanageable emotions. 

I think we need to do that, and can 
do that, in our political life and every 
field of life. We need to see our 
enemies, and those who are being 
branded our enemies, as people with 
zood points and bad points just like our- 
selves. Nobody is all good or all bad. 
Certain people on the other side of the 
world may be doing bad things; but 
they have the same kind of aspirations, 
they love as we love in the family, and 
I think that the more we can see them 
as folks just like ourselves (many of 
whom are mislead by bad leaders), the 
more easily we can separate between 


what they are as human beings and 
what they are trying to do to us. 

During the last war I think a very 
small percentage of the American peo- 
ple actually hated the Germans. We 
hated what some Germans were doing 
or trying to do to harm us, but we didn’t 
for that reason hate them as human be- 
ings. 

THOMPSON: I think it helps a 
great deal to recall that there are two 
words in the Greek New Testament 
which are translated “‘love’’ in our Eng- 
lish version. One of these words in the 
Greek is used to emphasize the emo- 
tional aspects of love—liking, fondness. 
affection; and the other word is used 
to emphasize the volitional aspects of 
love—the practical determination of the 
will to seek the good of the one who is 
loved. It is important to note that 
wherever in the Bible we are com- 
manded to love our neighbor, or to love 
our enemy, it is always this second word 
which is used, never the first. A great 
many Christians think that to love 
means to like, and their difficulty lies in 
this fact. We are nowhere commanded 
to like our enemies. We are required 
as Christians to seek their good, and 
that we are able to do. 

MODERATOR:. So, it is entirely 
possible, if not commanded of us, to love 
people we do not like? 

THOMPSON: Quite so. 

ANY QUESTIONS? 


7 











mp 





Established 1819 


AUBREY N. BROWN 
Editor 


ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Co-Editor 


JAMES S. BROWN 
Business Manager 


Associate Editors 


J. M. Alexander J. A. MacLean, Jr. 
Wm. Crowe, Jr. Russell Cc. Stroup 
K. J, Foreman Holmes Rolston 
J. H. Marion, Jr. J. N. Thomas 

Mrs. Alexander Maitland 


Contributing Editors 
Wallace M. Alston 


H. Ray Anderson 
Jesse H. Baird 


Tlion T. Jones 
Charles L. King 
Laurence F. Kinney 
J. Blanton Belk Albert Kissling 
Marion A. Boggs Julian Price Love 
J. S. Bonnell Wilbur LaRoe, Jr. 
Wm. M. Boyce F. L. MeCluer 
Frank H. Caldwell R. J. McMullen 
McAlister Carson P. D. Miller 

S. A. Cartledge J. J. Murray 

J. Harry Cotton Cc. Ellis Nelson 

J. R. Cunningham Stuart R. Oglesby 
Mrs. Andrew Dale FE. B. Paisley 

C. Grier Davis S. J. Patterson, Jr. 
D. H. Edington W. E. Price 

W. M. Elliott, Jr J. A. Redhead, Jr. 
R. A. Farnsworth Lewis J. Sherrill 

B. Frank Hall George Summey 
Mrs. E. F. Horine traves H. Thompson 
Karl G. Hudson Charles J. Turck 


Continuing 
The Georgia Reporter (1826) 

The Charleston Observer (1827) 
Watchman of the South (1857) 
The Southern Presbyterian (1847) 
The N. C. Presbyterian (1858) 

The Southwestern Presbyterian (1869) 
The Texas Presbyterian (1892) 
The Presbyterian of the South (1909) 


Subscription—$4.00 a year. 
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1 North 6th Street ae a 
Dial 2-9492. Richmond 19, Virginia. 


EDITORIAL 


Can the State Amend Church Law? 


It is interesting, if not significant, to 
observe opponents of Presbyterian re- 
union attempting to do by civil law what 
they have failed to accomplish by re- 
peated efforts through the church’s es- 
tablished constitutional processes. 

The last such effort (see page 3) is 














the measure of the Mississippi legisla- 
ture signed by Governor White (a Pres- 
byterian elder), which, if supported by 
the courts, would bring about a congre- 
gational rather than Presbyterian form 
of church government. 

The newly enacted law in Mississippi 
seeks to make every congregation (re- 
gardless of ecclesiastical law) ‘a dis- 
tinct and independent society.”” What 
would happen to its property in the 
event of a union of the denomination 
which had been voted in accordance 
with the church's constitution would be 
determined on congregational principles. 

This effort is a 1 ong-standing 
Back in 1947 the Presbytery of Central 
Mississippi sent an overture to the Gen- 
eral Assembly seeking amendment to 
the Book of Church Order to accomplish 
the same purpose. As on earlier oc- 


one. 
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ecasions, the Assembly quickly disposed 
of it as contrary to Presbyterian prin- 
ciples when it came up for formal ac- 
tion the next year. That fall, Fayette- 
ville (N. C.) Presbytery, looked at the 
church property overture along with 
some others, and a committee, headed 
by the late Charles G. Rose, prominent 
attorney and former Assembly’s moder- 
ator, presented a report which was 
adopted unanimously. The committee 
and the presbytery said of the Mississ- 
ippi effort: 


“The adoption of this proposed 
amendment to our Book of Church 
Order would have the effect of placing 
in our constitution a congregational 
form of the ownership of church pro- 
perty, which disregards the trusteeship 
of the particular church, presbytery, and 
synod, and is not only not in keeping 
with, but definitely contrary to the his- 
torical Presbyterian standards and con- 


stitution. Within the past 15 years 
amendments of similar purpose have 
been twice submitted by the General 


Assembly to the presbyteries for advice 
and comment; and, on both occasions, 
a majority of the presbyteries have 
voted against the proposals to change 
the Book of Church Order.” 


The Mississippi effort got nowhere on 
this occasion in presbyteries or the As- 
sembly. With a seeming rising tide of 
opposition to such efforts, proponents 
have since concentrated on other man- 
euvers—seeking to incorporate congre- 
gations in such a manner as to make 
them autonomous while still claiming 
the privileges of Presbyterian connec- 
tions, and this last effort through the 
Mississippi legislature. 

The history of the church property 
issue in the Presbyterian Church is a 
long one but it is rather clear. It may 
be summarized as follows: 


To whom does a congregation’s pro- 
perty belong? 


So long as the congregation remains 
a member of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., the congregation owns the pro- 
perty and does with it as it pleases, but 
if some minister or group sought to 
come into a congregation and to alienate 
its people and seek to draw them out of 
their denomination, or if the congrega- 
tion sought to withdraw from the 
mother church in some other way, then 
the property—as the courts have uni- 
formly decided in the past—-would pass 
into the hands of the true congregation 
—i. e., that portion of the original con- 
gregation that remained in the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S. 

The courts have always upheld the 
church’s laws on property and have re- 
fused to do more than to see that the 
ecclesiastical constitution was followed. 

In the proposed plan of Presbyterian 
reunion, concessions have been made in 
the negotiations and the committees 
have agreed to lift the Presbyterian 
principle for one year after reunion has 
been voted so as to allow any U. S. (or 
United Presbyterian) congregation to 
remain out of the union and to hold its 


property. Just as a three-fourths ma- 
jority of the presbyteries will be re. 
quired before union can come, go a 
congregation must also vote m the 
same proportion to remain out of the 
union. 

As for the new Mississippi law, it 
means nothing—unless the state is to 
step in and take complete control of the 
church’s ecclesiastical processes (and 
the courts have never countenanced 
such). 

Is this what the “Continuing Church” 
adherents are seeking to bring about? 


rift-of-the-Week 





Defense Service 


MAY 4-11—The Defense Service 
Offering, either specially marked 
in the offering plate or to Dept. of 
Defense Service, Board of Church 
Extension, 605 Henry Grady Bldg., 
Atlanta, 3, Ga. 


Last year’s Mother’s Day appeal for 
this cause produced only about $12,000 
—far below the need. 

This year’s objective is $100,000 and 
the reason should not be hard to see. 

The large number of men in military 
establishments of various kinds is evi- 
dent. Churches near these camps and 
bases want to do their best for these 
young people. The major part of the 
$190,000 will go for workers in areas 
adjacent to eight camps ($23,000) and 
for five building projects in like areas 
($41,750). 

This small but necessary amount will 
be easily secured if your church or some 
group in the church will give people an 
opportunity to make their gifts on May 
Es. 


GUEST EDITORS 





Faith and the Springs of Life 


Let a child draw his first breath ina 
sanctuary; let him 
come to know by his quick childish per- 
ceptions that there is in his home a lad- 
der set up from earth to heaven, and 
that the angels of God go up and down 
on it; let him feel the Divine atmos- 
phere in his face, the air all suffused 
with heavenly light, the sweetness and 
the calm which prevail in a place where 
a constant communion is maintained— 
and in after years he will be aware of 
voices which call, and hands which 
reach out to him from childhood, con- 
necting him with heaven, and even the 
most convincing negations of unbelief 
will be powerless to shake the faith 
which is deep as the springs of his life. 

WALTER W. MOORE Religion in the 
Home, in his moderatorial sermon to 
the Presbyterian, U. S., General Assem- 
bly of 1909. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


house which is a 





“wy 
stan 
knov 


T 


mag 
Bibl 
title 
as 1 
TI 
what 
bran 
mine 
Gree 
imp! 
misl 
abou 
ticle 
In 
auth 
foun 
evita 
form 
a Ni 
mus! 
but 
cone 


F 


lost. 
men 
wor 
Gree 
No « 
for 1 
Paul 
his 
wrot 
mini 
the « 
do r 
do k 
and 
faith 
sens 
It 
whi 
Ver: 
seri] 
the | 
last 
neve 
Test 
cons 
does 
the 
Wes 
dox’ 
that 
but 
end 
is n 
ase 
take 


MA‘ 


' the 
(and 
need 


rch” 
it? 


1 for 
2,000 


) and 
ee, 
‘itary 
} evi- 
and 
these 
f the 
areas 
) and 
areas 


t will 
some 
le an 
| May 


hina 
t him 
h per- 
a lad- 
, and 
down 
tmos- 
ffused 
s and 
where 
ned— 
are of 
which 
, con- 
on the 
ibelief 
faith 
is life. 
in the 
ion to 
\ssem- 


‘LOOK 








30,000 ERRORS? 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





—_ 


“They are all plain to him that under- 
standeth, and right to them that find 
knowledge.’’—Proverbs 8:9. 


HE AUTHOR of One Foot in 

Heaven got off on the other foot 

recently in an article in Look 
magazine entitled “The Truth about the 
Bible,’ with the suggestion in the sub- 
title that our New Testament may have 
as many as 50,000 errors. 

The article is an attempt to popularize 
what is being done by scholars of all 
branches of the Christian faith to deter- 
mine, as nearly as possible, the original 
Greek text of the New Testament. The 
impression made, however, may easily 
mislead readers whose only information 
about the subject comes from that ar- 
ticle. 

In general, it can be said that the 
author’s statements of fact are well 
founded, but that the inferences or in- 
evitable impressions many readers will 
form are unfair. One would gather that 
a New Testament with 50,000 errors 
must be a dreadfully unreliable book; 
but the facts do not lead to any such 
conclusion. 


IRST of all, it is true that the 

original manuscripts of the New 

Testament have been long since 
lost. Older King James New Testa- 
ments used to have on the title page the 
words ‘‘Translated out of the Original 
Greek,’’ which was a false statement. 
No one now knows, no one has known 
for more than 1500 years, exactly what 
Paul wrote (that is, word for word) in 
his letters, or what the evangelists 
wrote in the gospels. All educated 
ministers have known this since before 
the days of St. Augustine. But while we 
do not know just what they wrote, we 
do know essentially what they wrote, 
and that has always been enough for the 
faith of the church or for any common- 
sense Christian. 

It is also true that some passages 
which were found in the King James 
Version are not in the oldest manu- 
scripts and undoubtedly never were in 
the original writing of the authors. The 
last 12 verses of Mark, for instance, are 
never marked as genuine in any Greek 
Testament printed today. The most 
conservative scholars know this; but it 
does not disturb their faith. Indeea 
the professor of New Testament at 
Westminster Seminary, of the “Ortho- 
dox’” Presbyterian church, has argued 
that the/end of Mark was never lost, 
but that Mark intended his gospel to 
end with verse 16 in the first place. It 
is no news to anyone who ever went to 
aseminary that the story of the woman 
taken in adultery does not belong in the 
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Fourth Gospel; but that does not 
prevent it from being a true story. I 
John 5:7 (King James Version) does 
not appear in a single Greek manu- 
script before the 12th century after 
Christ, and is most plainly a pious copy- 
ist’s marginal note. But this also has 
been known for several hundred years 
now, even if the translators of 1611 had 
not found it out. 


T IS TRUE, that the King James 

translation is heavily sprinkled with 

errors. Fifty thousand seems like 
a high estimate; let us reduce that (per- 
haps too low) to 1,000. You wouldn’t 
want to read a translation of Caesar or 
Victor Hugo with a thousand mistakes 
in it; so why keep on using the King 
James Version? Its English is praised 
by professors of literature who like the 
17th-century style; but as a faithful 
translation of what the writers of the 
New Testament said, it is so inaccurate 
that in college Bible classes and in semi- 
naries it has long been abandoned in 
favor of the more accurate mod- 
ern translations. The King James ver- 
sion is based on the text of the best 
Greek manuscripts which were known 
in the late 16th and early 17th cen- 
turies; but those manuscripts are now, 
and have long been, known to be late 
and inferior. Even as a translation of 
those very imperfect manuscripts it has 
its faults; but the real trouble is, those 
manuscripts themselves, though at that 
time the best available, are in many 
places not true and faithful copies of 
the original text. 


OWEVER, though all this it true, 
it would be very foolish to throw 
our Bibles away, for all this casts 
no shadow at all on intelligent faith. 
In the first place, the search for and 
discovery of old manuscripts is by no 
means a new project. It is a part of 
what has been going on for centuries— 
the search for the original text of Scrip- 
ture. We have not found it, we shall 
probably not find it. But with every 
discovery we are getting closer to re- 
constructing it. We do not know “be- 
yond the shadow of a doubt’? how the 
originals read; we do know with a high 
degree of probability. If the originals 
of the various writings are ever, by 
some miracle discovered, it is safe to 
predict that they will be found to cor- 
respond very closely, not to the manu- 
scripts known about 1600 A. D., but 
to the text as printed, say, in a modern 
critical edition of the Greek New Testa- 
ment. 
In the second place, most of the *‘vari- 
ant readings’’—that is, the places where 
the reader is forced to choose between 


the Greek of different manuscripts, and 
sometimes finds it impossible to know 
which is closer to the original—are un- 
important. How unimportant they are 
can best be illustrated by an example 
of just one verse, but let that wait till 
next week. For the present, just take it 
as a fact: Few variants, if any, are of 
interest to any but the extremely care- 
ful Biblical scholar, or professional lin- 
guist. 

In the third place, the spurious pas- 
sages in the article on the “50,000 
errors” are just about all there are. 
If the reader of that article thinks the 
rest of the 50,000 are like these, he is 
greatly mistaken. There are verses 
here and there in the King James ver- 
sion that don’t belong in the real New 
Testament, and they have been taken 
out of the Revised Standard Version— 
verses such as Luke 23:16 and John 
5:4. But they are of no great impor- 
tance. Instead of saying “errors,’’ one 
might much better say, ‘uncertainties 
about the exact text,” and remember 
that 50,000 is an exaggeration. 

Which brings us to a fourth point: 
No Christian doctrine or dogma is based 
on any of the disputed or obviously 
suprious passages. One might easily 
get the impression that once the English 
translaticn has been corrected to bring 
it into line with what we may discover 
about early Greek manuscripts, we shall 
then have to revise our creeds. Nothing 
of the sort. Your Revised Standard 
Version leaves out most of the sentences 
or paragraphs known to be_ spurious, 
but you can read it and find every mes- 
sage of comfort, warning and encour- 
agement that you have always met and 
loved in the New Testament. 

Finally, is should be remembered that 
the scholars who search painstakingly 
for these old Greek documents are not 
doing so because they are hostile to the 
Bible. They are not attacking the Word 
of God. What they are doing is to 
come closer, as close as possible, to the 
actual words of the original writer, as 
the Lord inspired him to speak. 

It is not those who love the Bible less, 
but those who love it more, who will 
take the trouble to find out what, in the 
very beginning of things, the Holy Spirit 
said to the churches. 


NEXT WEEK: Part 2—Exploring 
Among the Footnotes. 
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The General Assembly will be asked 
by the board to increase its member- 
ship from 18 to 21. 

A major report in marriage, divorce 
and re-marriage made by the Council 
on Christian Relations, will be presented 
to the Assembly (see page 5). The 
The Christian Relations report for the 
year on religion and morals and was 
also approved. [It will be printed in 
these columns soon.—Eds. ] 

A Christian Relations recommenda- 
tion on conscientious objectors will be 
presented to the Assembly, asking it ‘‘to 
record its appreciation for the new pro- 
by the President’s 
executive order of February 20, 1952, 

RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES and express its conviction that due pro- 

Ghasek Cosaloues « Stakes vision has apparently been made for ac- 

BM a Embroideries . Vestments ceptable alternative service for such ob- 

Se “cceiags - Comacaion jectors.”” The Christian Relations Divis- 

ion. with the aid of church agencies, 

will speak to provide opportunities for 
alternative service. The board says: 


CHURCH NEWS 


EXTENSION BOARD ALLOTS 
$243,000 TO 90 PROJECTS 

Allocations of $243,000 were made by 
the Board of Church Extension to 90 
building projects in 60 presbyteries. 
Requests before the board numbered 
109, for $525,900. 
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“The new regulations provide thet 
conscientious objectors are to be put to 
work either for the government or for 
non-profit organizations primarily en- 
gaged in charitable or public welfare ac- 


Davis and Elkins College 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 








It’s sturdy, lightweight, easy 
to handle. Can be taken or 
used anywhere. Won't tip or 
slip. Used by hospitals. Order 
today or write for details. 


ANCHOR MANUFACTURING CO. 
99 W. Water St., Piqua, Ohio 


Character 








student. —_ = 

Beautiful campus; bracing cli- 

mate; modern buildings: excellent 

equipment. GOwWN §S 







A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 
A good place for an investment. 


R. B. PURDUM, President 


Write for FREE Choir Gown Style 
Book C36, Pulpit Apparel Style Book 
CP86. Ask for Budget Payment Plan. 


Confirmation Gowns — rental or sale 


E*R* MOORE COMPANY 


932 Dakin St. 11 West 42nd St. 


Chicago 13,1. New York 18, N.Y. 


STILLMAN COLLEGE 


OUR CHURCH’S 
ONLY SCHOOL 
FOR NEGROES 


As fares Stillman, so 
fares our work with the 
Negro people. 




















@Have you as a Southern 
Presbyterian and a loyal 
Christian ever done any- 
thing directly and person- 
ally for Stillman? 


eWhy not write Stillman 
‘n your will? 

e@Why not send your per- 
sonal contribution, today? 
Address, Samuel Burney Hay, President, Box 483, Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 











ENROLL NOW FOR 
FALL SESSION—College or Preparatory Department 
SUMMER SCHOOL—College or Preparatory Department 
Educational Excellence. Christian Emphasis. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Write for catalog. Box B—R Maxton, N. C. 

















KING COLLEGE 


Presbyterian @ Coeducational @ Founded 1867 


Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. 
Fully accredited, Four-year liberal arts, sciences, business 
edueation. FOUR TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: (1) Competitive, 
(2) Academic, (3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. Sixty- 
acre campus. Intra-mural sports. Dormitories. Summer ses- 
sion. Catalog and illustrated booklet. 

R. T. L. LISTON, President, Box P, Bristol, Tenn. 
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tivities. Relief, rehabilitation ang 
charitable work abroad is authorizeq 
The C. O. himself is to submit to hig 
draft board three kinds of civilian wor, 
he is ready to do in lieu of military ger. 
vice. If the board does not approve one 
of these, it will then propose three Other 
types of work from which the C. 0. may 
choose. If no agreement is reached 
then the state director of Selective Ser- 
vice is to step in and try to work out 
an agreement. If this fails, then the 
local board can order the C. O. to a 
specified job. Only if he refuses that 
will be be cited to the Justice Depart- 
ment for prosecution.” 


Plans are being made for members of 
the Radio Division to go to Brazil to 
begin a musical library in Portugese 
in order to produce recorded music to 
accompany evangelistic messages ip 
Brazil and Portugal. At the present 
time, priests can prevent Roman Cath- 
olics from attending Protestant 
churches but they cannot control their 
radios. 

An amendment in terminology is be- 
ing requested of the General Assembly: 
Radio Division to Radio and Television 
Division. 

The Assembly will be asked to urge 
all presbyteries to organize their 
Church Extension committees along the 
lines of the board’s own organization. 

Fifty-eight new churches were organ- 
ized in various parts of the Assembly 
during the past church year, continuing 
the five-year average of a church a 
week. 

Fifty-two Presbyterian, U. S., chap- 
lains are now on active duty with the 
armed forces. 

Wm. V. Gardner, chairman of the 
board for some years, submitted his 
resignation on account of illness. It 
was accepted with an expression of ap- 
preciation of services rendered church 
extension. 








For group presentations, a National Bible 
is the perfect choice. Compact in size, it 

16 pages of illustrations, also colored 
ee and special Bible helps. Moder- 
ately priced. 


No. 119—Flexible, overlapping covers; 
round corners; amber edges. 


No. 119RL with words of Christ printed 
in red. 


For individual gift or presentation, No. 123 
or 123RL with genuine Black leather 
cover. In color: No. 124B (Blue), Na 
125M (Maroon). 
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MISSIONS BOARD WILL 
EXPAND CONGO SCHOOL 


In addition to approving 15 new mis- 
sionaries for foreign service (see page 
16), the Board of World Missions at its 
recent meeting reported the following 
actions: 

It approved expansion plans for the 
central school for missionaries’ children 
in the Congo—through the high school 
level, with the possibility of serving 75- 
100 students, including those from other 
missions. 

Wives of Korea missionaries, re- 
cently detained in this country, are to 
be permitted to go to Japan until Korea 
js again open to them. They will work 
in Japan under the direction of the mis- 
sion and the board. 

An urgent call was issued for a regis- 
tered nurse for service in the Chunju 
hospital in Korea. 





Report from Japan 


News of the spring meeting of the 
Japan mission, sent directly to THE 
OUTLOOK is as follows: 

The new term at Shikoku Christian 
College was to begin April 15 with a 
much larger enrollment than last year. 
A night school will be started, offering 
Bible and English. There are more ap- 
plicants than be accepted. 

The proposed hospital in Ogaki is to 
be built. Program of Progress funds 
have provided $123,000 but more than 
$400,000 will be required for the 100- 
bed hospital. 

James Cogswell was appointed to at- 
tend the opening of the International 
Christian University April 29-30 to ex- 
press the interest and goodwill of the 
mission in that effort. 

A highlight of the meeting was a two- 





American 
Auditorium Chairs 
with pew ends 


Ap 


AUDITORIUM CHAIRS 
FOR DIGNITY AND COMFORT 


Increasingly, modern churches 
are turning to the dignity and 
comfort, as well as the beauty 
and durability of American Up- 
holstered Chairs. This type of 
seating also lends itself to curved 
rows. Write to us in detail about 
your needs. 
DEPARTMENT 1143 
AMERICAN SEATING COMPANY 
World's Leader in Public Seating 


354 Nelson St., S. W. 2930 Canton St. 
Atlanta 3, Ga Dallas 1, Texas 
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$1,044,659 in Annuity. * 






Gifts to Support 


FOREIGN 
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Our Board’s annual audit as of March 31, 1952 showed 
an accumulated total of $1,044,659.52 in our Annuity Gifts 
account for the payment of annuities to the donors and for 
ultimate use in the support of Foreign Missions. 


During the preceding church year, 45 new gifts were 
received and a like number of new Annuity Contracts 
written. Our books showed a total of 522 Annuity Con- 
tracts in effect for the benefit of 247 different holders, or 
almost two per person. The reason for that is that often 
a person makes an annuity gift, is pleased with the plan, 


then makes additional gifts for the same purpose. 


Our Board’s Annuity Gift Plan has been in operation 
now for over 50 years. Under this plan, hundreds of 
men and women have made substantial gifts to Foreign 
Missions and at the same time purchased worth-while, 


guaranteed Annuities for themselves or others. 


If you are interested in this unique combination of per- 
sonal investment and Christian giving, send us your name 
and address and we will be happy to send you complete 
information about our Annuity Gift Plan. 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 






POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
"To Forergu Misstous a Share " 
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day visit of Col. Roy LeCraw, former 
director of the Program of Progress, 
now on army duty in Japan. 


W. P. Boyle was named chairman of 
the mission for the new year, with Arch 
Taylor as secretary. 
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- Bruce Copeland, Montreal, Canada, 
missionary to China for 20 years, will 
become associate secretary of the divis- 
ion of foreign missions of the Nationa} 


Council 
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grant supervisor for the division of 
home missions in Les Angeles. Mary 
Elizabeth Venable is the new associate 
director of children’s work for the com- 
mission on general Education in (Chj- 


>, a cago, and Helen F. Kindt, also of Chi- 


cago, will become personnel director for 


Milwaukee 7, Wis. Dept.D York. 








PRESBYTERIANS-- 


You have a GROWING CHURCH in a GROWING SOUTH 


Sinee 1900 our ministers have doubled, 
but our membership has tripled. The 
South is growing more rapidly than the 


Presbyterian Church. 








Each dot on the map above points to a pastorless Presbyterian Church. 


*There are hundreds of thousands of persons still unreached by any church. 
We must bring Christ to the multitudes. 


*Your Seminaries train your ministers. Send them your finest sons, that 
your Church may meet its opportunity. 


*Support your Seminaries with your money, that they may be strong to 


serve, 


*Pray God’s blessing on their trustees, faculties, and students. 


President David L. Stitt, D. D. 
Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary 
100 West 27th Street, Austin 21, Texas 


President Frank H. Caldwell, D. D. 
Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary 


109 East Broadway, Louisvills 2, Kentucky 


Hunter B. Blakely, D. D., Secretary 
Division of Higher Education 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia 
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President James McDowell Richards, D. p. 
Columbia Theological Seminary 
Decatur, Georgia 


President Benjamin Rice Lacy, Jr., D. D. 
Union Theological Seminary in Virginia 
3401 Brook Road, Richmond 27, Virginia 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Conserving the Family Heritage 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR MAY 18, 1952 


Exodus 20:12; Mark 7:9-13; Luke 2:41-52; John 19:25-27. 


I. The Need 


The wording of our lesson topic sug- 
gests that the family heritage might be 
jmperilled. Such undoubtedly is the 
case. The family is the fundamental 
unit of society, but it becomes steadily 
more difficult to hold the family to- 
gether. There was a time when the 
Father was the breadwinner and the 
Mother the home maker, and both had 
much time to be with their children. 
That pattern is not altogether changed. 
But business and other activities engage 
more and more of many fathers’ time 
now, so that they are not infrequently 
strangers to their children. Modern 
conveniences have freed the mother 
from the restrictions which once bound 
her so closely to the family hearth. 
Frequently she too is a wage earner. 
In any case, the school, the automobile, 
organized sports, commercial recrea- 
tions, the lack of household chores take 
young people from their home for more 
and more of their time. 

There was a time when young people 
grew up married, and established their 
home in a community where they knew 
and were known. Now that is rarely 
the case. ‘‘We live in a day of uprooted 
people. The tight little neighborhoods 
of intermarried families belong to a 
past generation. It is estimated that 49 
million Americans have changed their 
residence at least once in the last ten 
years. These figures only confirm what 
is obvious to the casual observer. The 
roots tying families to tradition, loyal- 
ties to the community, home to the soil, 
and children to the home are being cut, 
leaving us a people adrift.”” (The 20th 
Century Quarterly) 

This partial disintegration of the 
home has its effect upon morals and re- 
ligicn. This is the unanimous conclu- 
sion of a coterie of scholars reflecting 
views gathered from various quarters of 
the globe, in The Yearbook of Educa- 
tion, 1951. ‘If there is one point on 
which all our contributors agree,’’ say 
the editors, “‘it is the importance of the 
unplanned and unformulated education 
provided in the bosom of the family. 
All of them see in the partial disinteg- 
ration, the great weakening of this most 
fundamental of institutions, one of the 
chief sources of the prevalent frustra- 
tion and moral weakening which seems 
characteristic of our century.”’ 

What does youth see in the contem- 
porary world? Here is the answer as 
gathered up in The Yearbook of Educa- 
tion: 

“In this growingly 
MAY 5, 1952 


puzzling world, 


where everything changes quickly and 
nothing seems stable and fixed, the 
young look for firm guidance and coun- 
sel. What do they find? <A world of 
adults as puzzled and uncertain as they 
are themselves. So much has changed, 
so much has been proved wrong, every- 
thing seems so different: old ideas and 
conventions are no longer respectable 
simply because they are old or widely 
accepted. Should the rights of private 
property always be considered sacred? 
Are extra-marital relations always 
wrong? Is absolute freedom to be de- 
sired above all? Can one believe stories 
of miracles? Should one accept the 
dogmas of religion? Is the profit mo- 
tive a morally acceptable one? The list 
of questions could be extended indefi- 
nitely and no easy and assured answer 
can be given to any of them—or, at 
least, few would dare to give it or would 
be listened to if they did. Fixed stand- 
ards, it seems, have gone; the barriers 
to thought, speculation, doubt and her- 
esy are down. It is in this world of 
shifting, changing values that the child 
and the adolescent of today has to build 
his spiritual habitation.” 


II. The Way 


How can the family heritage be con- 
served in a world like this? 

Our Scripture lesson does not give a 
complete answer, but it provides the 
necessary basis for any satisfactory 
answer. 

‘Honor thy father and thy mother,” 
it directs, ‘‘that thy days may be long in 
the land which Jehovah thy God giveth 
thee.’”’ The land to which this promise 
originally referred was Palestine. In 
Ephesians 6:2 Paul paraphrases this 
last clause so that its abiding signifi- 
cance may be more apparent. ‘‘Honor 
your father and mother,” he says, ‘‘that 
it may be well with you and that you 
may live long on the earth.’”’ Is this a 
binding promise given to every individ- 
ual as such? Surely not, for in every 
age there have been individuals cut 
down before their time by accident, 
disease or war regardless of their atti- 
tude toward their parents. “It is main- 
tained by most scholars,’’ writes the dis- 
tinguished Biblical scholar, R. H. 
Charles, ‘‘that this promise is made not 
to the individual, but to the nation. As 
regards the nation, it is of course, an in- 
disputable fact that where the family 
life is maintained in honor and upright- 
ness, and successive generations are 
linked together by such spiritual bonds 
as the love and respect of children for 
their parents, the nation has therein the 
best guarantee for its well-being and 
permanence.’’ [I would say that the 
promise tends to be true for the individ- 
ual, and even more for a nation, a 
generation, or the age as a whole. 


The commandment says: ‘‘Honor thy 
father and mother that thy days may be 
long in the land which Jehovah thy God 
giveth thee.’” As Gardiner M. Day 
points out: ‘The fundamental aim of 
this commandment is to insure the pre- 
servation in each generation of the in- 
heritance from past generations and, in 
particular, of its spiritual heritage.’’ In 
early days this burden fell almost en- 
tirely upon the family. There were no 
books, or museums in which the wisdom 
of the past could be preserved, no 
churches or schools of any sort through 
which the treasures of the past could 
be transmitted, so that the entire heri- 
tage ef the past had to be passed on by 
word of mouth, chiefly through the 
family. Despite all the changes which 
have taken place in our modern world, 
educators throughout the world are 
agreed, as we have seen, on “‘the impor- 
tance of the unplanned and unformu- 
lated education provided in the bosom 
of the family.’’ Nothing will ever be 
able to take its place or entirely to undo 
its influence. Nonetheless there are 
other agencies now to aid the family in 
its task. So we do not run contrary to 
the spirit of this commandment if we in- 
terpret it to mean, Honor those who are 
over you in the Lord, which would 
mean parents first of all, but also 
teachers, and all other authorities in 
chureh and state. As the Larger Cate- 
chism, which is a part of the Constitu- 
tion of our church, declares, “By father 
and mother, in the Fifth Commandment, 
are meant not only natural parents, but 
all superiors in age and gifts, especi- 
ally such as by God’s ordinance are over 
us in place of authority, whether in 
family, church, or commonwealth.” 

What does it mean then to honor our 
fathers and mothers? ‘‘The meaning of 
the word ‘honor’” says G. Campbell 
Morgan, “is to attach weight to, to put 
in the place of superiority; to hold in 
high opinion, to reverence in the best 
sense of the term.’’ According to the 
dictionary, it means to show respect and 
regard for our parents by rendering 
them obedience and courtesy. W. H. 
Bennett says it means to render obed- 
ience, service and courtesy. The two 
to be, first, 
obedience, and second, respect. 


basic requirements seem 


1. Obedience 


To the child who is not yet of age to 
think, to plan, and to will, honoring of 
parents consists in subjection, obedi- 
ence, implicitly and gladly rendered. 
Campbell Morgan adds: “This, like 
every law of God, is for the child a 
gracious and yet imperative require- 
ment. It is gracious in that it frees the 
child from responsibility and care, until 
character is formed and the mind 
trained to the possibilities of correct 
judgment.” It is imperative ‘‘because 
the very immature condition of child- 
life necessitates mature thought and ar- 
rangement and training, out of which 
are to grow the commands laid upon the 
child. To refuse to obey is to run the 
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risk, or indeed to insure the certainty 
of wrecking the life and making impos- 
sible the realization of all its fairest and 
highest possibilities.” 

Our biblical example here is the boy 
Jesus (Luke 2:41-52). 

It is evident, of course, to everyone 
that the child must take an increasing 
responsibility for the governing of his 
own life, but as John H. Powell points 
out, “the complete assumption of this, 
barring accidents, should not come until 
the child has reached maturity. When 
the child’s knowledge becomes practi- 
cally sufficient to govern his own life, 
then the peculiar authority of the par- 
ents should cease.’’ The passage from 
authority to freedom is never easy, par- 
ticularly in a democratic age like our 
own (the days when the father was the 
autocrat in his home are gone forever), 
and it is a wise parent who demands 
only so much obedience (with proper 
explanation and reasoning) as the age 
of the child warrants. 

But the obedience 
mand enjoins is not ended when the 
child comes to maturity. There are 
others to whom all of us in different 
measure must continue to give due 
obedience. As the Larger Catechism 
says: “The honor which inferiors owe 
to their among other 
things, ‘‘willing obedience to their law- 
ful commands and counsels, due sub- 
mission to their corrections, fidelity tu, 
defence and maintenance of their per- 
sons and authority, according to their 
several ranks. " This general ob- 
ligation is not negated in a democracy 
like our own where we boast that ‘‘ali 
men are created equal, that they are en- 
dowed by their Creator with certain un- 
alienable rights, that among these are 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi- 
ness.”” It is in fact all the more neces- 


which this com- 


superiors is,’”’ 


sary; for only so can any democracy 
achieve its aims. Modern investigators 
are agreed, for example, that one of the 
causes of our is the 
wide-spread feeling even among our 
“best citizens’’ that this law or that, 
sometimes one and sometimes another, 
aoes not apply to them. 


civic corruption 


2. Respect 


‘ko nonor our parents, to honor our 
elders means not only to render them 
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proper obedience, but also to give them 
all due respect. 

“The moment comes,” says Campbell 
Morgan, ‘‘when, for the perfect develop- 
ment of character, the child must act 


apart from control. That honor should 
be rendered to the parents does not 
then cease to be a divine intention. It 
takes a new form, that namely of re- 
spect, which expresses itself in courtesy 
and kindly deeds, and where necessary 
in provision being made for the comfort 
of declining years.” Obedience then is 
only the temporary form in which this 
commandment expresses itself owing to 
the child’s immaturity; the essential 
feature, which we do not outgrow, but 
which must manifest itself to the end of 
life, is courtesy, or service, or respect. 

This, too, we find illustrated in the 
life of our Lord. For him, as for every 
child, the years of obedience ended, but 
the years of honor never. As he hung 
on the cross, in agony of body and mind, 
his thoughts went out to his mother, 
and in one of the few words which he 
uttered he commended her to the keep- 
ing of that disciple ‘‘who most deeply 
understood his love and the methods of 
its manifestation.”’ 

In his teaching too he warned against 
the neglect of parents in the name of re- 
ligion. It could not have been put more 
strongly. The rabbis taught that money 
dedicated to God could not be used to 
support aged parents. Jesus, on the 
other hand, taught that support of par- 
ents was a primary responsibility that 
could not be evaded by any supposed 
higher responsibility—even if the money 
needed for this purpose had previously 
been promised to God (or the church). 
Many expositors weaken the force ot 
Jesus’ words by indicating that the vow 
to give the money to God might later be 
evaded, so that the practice of ‘‘Corban’’ 
might be only the flimsiest sort of sub- 
terfuge. True. But that is not the 
point emphasized by Jesus. He indi- 
cates that no supposed service to God 
ean ever relieve us of our basic respon- 
sibility to our elders. 

If we are to respect our parents we 
must hold in due regard their way of 
life, and cherish their values and beliefs. 
As Dr. Day indicates, “The 5th com- 
mandment affirms the necessity of pre- 
serving the best in our heritage from 
the past for the benefit of future genera- 
tions. This does not mean that we are 
to follow our parents’ example slavishly, 
or to accept their views’ indiscrimi- 
nately, else there could be no advance 
of one generation over the last. But it 
does mean that we will not hastily aban- 
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don our ideals of the past. As John 
Powell has written, ‘‘The nation which 
honors its ancestors by learning from 
them, sharing their precepts and per. 
petuating their principles, is a natiop 
that endures.” He admits that jp 
ancient China this was carried so far ag 
to stifle progress, but that, he says, ig 
simply due to a perversion of the prin- 
ciple. ‘Honoring our fathers ang 
mothers means carrying on the best ip 
their lives; it means learning from them 
and building a noble structure on the 
foundations they have laid. It does not 
mean resting in the shade of the edifice 
they have erected; and it does not mean 
tearing it down and beginning all over, 
as though they had done nothing of any 
value.”’ 

‘“‘We remind the youth of our church,” 
said the General Assembly of our church 
a few years ago, ‘‘that it is their solemn 
duty in Christ to honor and love, re- 
spect and obey those who are over them 
in the Lord; to respect those moral 
standards which have served their 
fathers and their fathers’ fathers, and to 
imitate the faith which has given their 
elders strength in times of trial, and 
hope even in the hour of death.” 


For Adults 


But we may as well face the fact— 
children, young people, mature men and 
women, will not honor their parents 
merely because it is commanded. If 
they are to receive honor parents must 
make themselves worthy of honor. Says 
Dr. Day: 


“The child’s first idea of, and reaction 
to, most aspects of life inevitably must 
come through his parents who create the 
atmosphere in which he lives and devel- 
ors. The growth of the aesthetic, moral 
and religious sides of a child’s nature 
depend fundamentally upon his parents. 
The growth of his capacity to be loving, 
truthful and generous and indeed to 
achieve all other qualities of character 
depends in large measure upon his par- 
ents. The child’s earliest idea of God, 
and what is still more important, his 
earliest emotional reaction to God, 
comes to him through his parents. It 
is the most natural thing in the world 
for the child to picture God in the image 
of tis father .... 

“What an intensely sobering thought 
this is! What a high responsibility it 
places upon all of us who are parents, 
and indeed, upon all adults, for there 
is not an adult who does not in this 
sense mediate the past to some child 
in the coming generation. 

“The questions, therefore, that the 
Fifth Commandment makes us face are: 
Are we really trying to be worthy par- 
ents? Are we honestly trying to pass 
on to our children the best of our herl- 
tage—the essence of our faith? ... 

“Thus the Fifth Commandment, 
rightly interpreted, is not a comand- 
ment for children, but for adults ....” 
(Old Wine in New Bottles, Morehouse- 
Gorham Co., New York.) 


Lesson commentary based on “Inter- 
national! Sunday School Lessons: The In- 
ternational Bible Lessons for Christian 
Teaching,” copyrighted, 1952, by the Di- 
vision of Christian Education, National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
aa 
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BOOK NOTES 


LEADERSHIP EDUCATION IN THE 
LOCAL CHURCH. By Price H. Gwynn, 
Jr. Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 
157 pp-, $2.75. 

This volume is an attempt to combine 
certain convictions of the author and a 
wealth of practical suggestions gleaned 
from a variety of sources. As such, it 
is probably inevitable that it lacks a 
certain integration that is desired. It 
should be particularly helpful to those 
who have had limited experiences in the 
field of leadership education. The pro- 
fessional and experienced worker will 
find in it little that is new. A probable 
exception to this is the chapter titled 
“Recruiting Leadership.” There is a 
certain rigidity of presentation which 
detracts from effectiveness, as for ex- 
ample, the assumption that there is only 
one organizational pattern for the Board 
of Christian Education, and such state- 
ments as: ‘‘Churches frequently require 
all such prospective leaders to attend 
the meetings of the Workers Conference 
regularly.” The addition of a preface 
or an introduction containing such in- 
formation as appears on the cover flaps 
would prove helpful to many who desire 
an orientation to a volume before they 
begin to read it. 


PATRICK H. CARMICHAEL. 
Richmond, Va. 


MOVIES 


THE LADY WITH THE LAMP (Wil- 
cox-Nagle). This beautiful and effec- 
tive pictorial biography of Florence 
Nightingale sheds penetrating light on 
the history of the Crimean war. Be- 
cause of the historically accurate depic- 
tion of her times and of the political 
and social events influencing her ac- 
tions, the production has not only the 
stamp of authenticity but far-reaching 
social implications. The cast, with 
British attention to characterizations, is 
excellent. Scenes of battle and those 
revealing the deplorable conditions in 
military hospitals are extremely well 
done. Although some may consider this 
film an educational document more than 
entertainment, itis both. FOR: Adults, 
Young People. 


THE AFRICAN QUEEN (United 
Artists). This epic is set in German East 
Africa in 1914. An English spinster 
left alone on a ravaged missionary out- 
post where she has served with her 
brother who dies of shock from enemy 
action, leaves the compound on a small 
river boat, “The African Queen,” 
manned by a rough Canadian engineer. 
The film is the story of their adventure. 
It is unfortunate that ‘‘Brother,’’ who 
is soon forgotten, is depicted as a well- 
meaning but stupid person. This may 
confirm many uninformed people’s ideas 





of missionaries. The African scenery 
is most interesting and beautifully 
photographed in Technicolor. Acting is 
superb throughout; some ethical, moral 
and spiritual implications are quite 
pertinent. FOR: Adults, Young Peo- 
ple. 
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sIX CENTS per word and inital including 
address. Minimum: $2, cash with order. 








HELP WANTED 





WANTED: A TRAINED WORKER for 

Sunday school and young people’s pro- 
gram, address G. L. Tucker, First Presby- 
terian Church, Laurel, Mississippi. 





ROOMS FOR RENT 





PRIVILEGES— 
Quiet home. 


ROOMS, BREAKFAST 
Nurses, business women. 
1632 W. Grace, Richmond, Va. 





BOOKS 





LIBRARIES of religious books purchased. 

Get our offer—good prices paid. Baker 
Book House, Dept. PO, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich. 
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Mother’s Day Offering 
for Defense Service 


$100,000 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Everett IP. Moye, Bennettsville, S. C., 
has accepted a call to the First Church, 
Mooresville, N. C., effective May 15. 

Ronald S. Wilson, Winchester, Va., 
accepted a call to Westminster 
church, Miami, Fla., effective June 15. 

Horace L. Thomas, former Salvation 
Army officer of Richmond, Va., now of 
Charlotte, N. C., has been ordained by 
a commission of Mecklenburg Presby- 
tery and installed as pastor of the South 
Park church in Charlotte. 

A. R. Craig, of Little Brick church, 
Knoxville, Tenn., will begin his new 
pastorate in Rutherfordton, N. C., early 
in May. 

Richard P. Keeton, formerly of New 
Orleans, is now at 1600 Fairmont Blvd., 
Knoxville 17, Tenn.; note correction. 








has 


DEATH 

Samuel M. Zwemer, well-known 
missionary to the world, pro- 
fessor at Princeton Seminary, and 
50 books, died in New York 


84, 
Moslem 


author of 
April 2. 


MISSIONARY APPOINTMENTS 

Formosa: Edward S. Currie and Mrs. 
Currie, formerly of China, will serve in 
this new field. 

Japan; Margaret Hopper and Willie 
Bernice Green will work in Japan until 
they are able to return to Korea. James 
T. Magruder, jethesda, Md., Union 
Seminary senior. Mary Juanita Connell, 
Perry, Ga., will do educational work. 

Portugal: Herbert Meza (Union 
Seminary) and Mrs. Meza (Dalia Paula 
Tampa, Fla., have been 
Presbyterian, U. S., 


Santos) of 


named as the first 





“By their fruits 
ye shall know them” 


-.+ A Time for Cooperating 

Teamwork is stressed in a 
Schreiner education for com- 
plete citizenship. 


SCHREINER 
Presbyterian Military College 


Andrew Edington, Pres. 
Kerrville, Texas 


—)>+-——” 
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missionaries to Portugal. 

Ernest W. Pettis, Jr. (Union 
formerly of Ellisville, Miss., 
and Mrs. Pettis (Dollie Walker), Mont- 
Ala., will go to Japan for 
language study they are able to 
enter Korea. Keith R. Crim, now at the 
University of Basel in Switzerland, and 
Mrs. Crim (Evelyn Ritchie) will follow 
the same course as the Pettises. 

Brazil: William Lloyd Brandt, Dallas, 
Texas, and Mrs. Brandt, (Evelyn Hoga- 
boom), formerly of Austin, Texas, have 
been appointed for radio or educational 
Byron T. Price (Austin Semi- 
nary), of San Augustine, Texas, and 
Mrs. Price (Elizabeth Price, Marlow, 
Okla.) will be educational and evange- 
listic missionaries. 
Brazil: John M. 
Guthrie (Lillian A. Buchanan, 
Ind.), now of Covington, 
Tenn., will be educational and evange- 
listic missionaries. 


Korea: 


Seminary) 


gomery, 


until 


work. 


Kast yuthrie and 
Mrs. 


Madison, 


Africa: Elizabeth Templeton, Nop 
Little Rock, Ark., (now at Assembly’ 
Training School) will be an X-ray ang 
laboratory technician in the Congo. 


TO AND FRO 

Nan Fulson and Mr. and Mrs, Teg 
Stixrud sailed late in March from Be}. 
sium for the Congo. 

Margaret Moore of the Congo y 
sion returned on emergency health fyr. 
lough in mid-March and is recetyp 
treatment in Nashville, Tenn. 

Mr. and Mrs. L. G. DeLand will gajj 
May 2 for the Congo after a year’s fur. 
lough. 


MARRIED 

Helen Norwood, formerly of Goshen, 
Va., and John Pritchard, of Lothair, 
Ky., missionaries to the Congo, wera 
married April 4 at Ludondai Station, 
They were commissioned as missionaries 
at Montreat in 1950. 
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